
Dinosaurs and Frogs: Taking Meaningful Donor 
Stewardship into the Field and Back Again 





Timeline

• Expedition Patagonia –  Feb-March 2023
• Founder Patrons Day – November 2023
• Expedition Borneo – October 2024
• “Chirps in the Night” published - Spring 2025
• Joaquinraptor discovery published– September 2025
• Joined the team at National Museum of Natural History – Jan 2026
• “Chirps in the Night” receives award – May 2026



Expedition Patagonia





Livestream 
Events







Virtual 
Events





Donor 
Stewardship



Rare fossils reveal 
a stunning scene 
from the final days 
of the dinosaurs

By Riley Black
Published October 25, 
2023



Endowment reporting 



Founder 
Patrons Day
2023



Hell Creek 
Experience 





“See the 
museum in 
a new light”



Joaquinraptor Discovery
Published September 2025

“Again, your gifts make 
our scientific work 
possible—from the 
badlands of Patagonia to 
the high deserts of 
Wyoming to the seabed 
of Croatia to PaleoLab 
and the Big Bone Room 
right here in the museum 
—and I’m eternally 
grateful.” 



“…was almost entirely funded 
by private donations to CMNH 
VP. This demonstrates the 
power of individual 
philanthropy to lead to 
groundbreaking scientific 
discoveries that are reshaping 
humanity’s understanding of 
the distant past.”



Lessons from Expedition Patagonia

• Think long-term.
• Think of all the angles. 
• Don’t be afraid to experiment.
• Don’t assume.
• Small touches can have a big impact. 
• Repurpose content widely and often.





Expedition Borneo







Livestream Events





ML1





Livestream 
content 



“Frog Calls” with donors





Social 
Media 
Campaign 



Biodiversity Spotlight
Dipterocarpacae



Biodiversity Spotlight
Plantain Squirrel



Biodiversity Spotlight
Beetles



Biodiversity Spotlight
Bornean Bristlehead



Donor Stewardship



Virtual 
Events



Expedition Borneo: 
Fantastic Frogs and 
Where We Found 
Them 









Lessons from Expedition Borneo 

• Get away from your desk.

• Find your giant stick insect moment.



National Museum of Natural History 





Thank you!
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